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This month let’s talk about Japan — more
specifically the things I love and the things I'm still
getting used to after nearly five years!
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I first arrived in Japan in January 2006 at Kansai
International airport and then had to transfer to
Sapporo. Hokkaido had lots of snow so my next
flight was delayed by a day so I was stuck in the
hotel room for the night. That’s when I discovered
my first amazing thing in Japan. I opened the
mini-bar and found a few cans of Asahi Dry beer. 1
quickly finished them and have drunk many since
then! The next day I had to fly to Niigata. I met my
boss and 1 expected to be taken to my new
apartment to rest, after flying for nearly two days,
half way around the world. “No,” he said.... “we’re
going to work directly!” That’s when I realized that
the Japanese were much more hardworking than
the British!
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As you may know, the UK is not famous for its
delicious cuisine so over the years in Japan I have
been lucky to eat some of the world’s best food.
Sashimi, sushi, yakitori, yakiniku, all so fresh and
tasty! My friends and family love visiting me in

Japan as we always go to great restaurants (and
drink too much sake) but they have a few problems
with the chopsticks! © Other things I like? Clean,
spacious trains where I can sit down (although the
den-en-toshi line from Shibuya so crowded with a
salary man’s armpit in my face wasn’t so nice as
well as the elderly lady who hit me with her walking
stick!), the beautiful scenery of Japan’s countryside,
the unique mixture of ancient and modern Japanese
architecture, the peaceful and friendly nature of the
people, the distinct 4 seasons (actually you have 5...
the rainy season which has been difficult to get used
to ®!), and the best thing about living in Japan?
Vending machines! They are everywhere! I need a
coffee? Vending machine on the sixth floor. I need a
snack. Machine next to my house. I need a flower
bouquet. Machine in the hospital. I need a pack of
cigarettes. Vending machine on every street corner.
I need an ice cream on the train. There’s an ice
cream machine next to the ticket machine. I want to
eat ramen. Great, there’s a ramen vending machine
on my street! Convenience!! I love it. I love vending
machines. And I love Japan.
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T'll take a break now. I'm going to the vending
machine to get cola....
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Ciao



