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This month, I want you, the readers, to help me! My
mother will visit me in Japan next month, and also my
sister will come to Japan for the first time with her
Italian boyfriend over the New Year holidays. So, I
would appreciate any advice for things that we can do
together. All advice would be most welcome.
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I haven’t met my sister’s boyfriend yet. We have
spoken a few times on Skype and he seems to be a nice
guy. I wanted to suggest going to a hot spring but he
has many tattoos on his arms and back! Don’t worry,
he is not a member of the Italian mafia, he just thinks
they look artistic. I read that in Japan, people with
tattoos are not allowed into hot springs. Why?! Is it
because of the Yakuza thing?? Maybe we can hide him
in a bag and secretly take him into the spa. Hmm...
maybe not!
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Consequently, it looks like we won’t be able to go to a
hot spring resort. Do you have any other ideas? Of

course we will go to lots of great restaurants. The last

time my father visited Japan I tricked him into eating
basashi. “It’s just steak Dad!” He wasn’t very pleased
when he found out that it was raw horsemeat.....
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My Mum will meet my daughter for the first time,
which should be exciting. Although my daughter has a
habit of breaking into tears when she meets people for
the first time, hopefully she’ll be nice when she meets
her British Grandma! She has only just gotten used to
seeing her Japanese Grandma.
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Last month my friend visited me from Tokyo so I
decided to test out a few places and decide if I should
take my family there when they come. We went to a
sushi bar with a conveyor belt. I was really hungry and
took many plates from the belt. However, I hadn’t
checked the price on each plate. To my wife’s
frustration I had selected about 6~500 yen tuna sushi
plates! She wasn’t very happy with me! (But they were
really delicious © ) So we will go back there with the
family (but I'll make sure the expensive pink plates are
limited in availability!)

So we will want to visit lots of cool and interesting
places during their stay in Japan. Please send me
some ideas. No hot spring locations thank you.... ©
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